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GROWTH IN EAST TEXAS
East Texas is one of the fastest growing areas in the entire United States. Because of this, it has
become one of the best places to live, work, and play! With population growth comes new
opportunities for employment, small businesses, better schools, and better public facilities. Our
First State Bank team is hard at work helping in all of these areas with a vast menu of financial
products and services. In addition, our team spends countless hours working shoulder-to-shoulder
with other volunteers in community service to improve the quality of life for our neighbors. I’m
very proud of our collective accomplishments, working alongside you, in making East Texas the
place to be! If you are already a customer of First State Bank, we thank you for your business. If
not, you should give us a try… you’ll be glad you did!
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CUSTOMER EXPECTATIONS
In 2022, the First State Bank team challenged themselves to continually meet and exceed
customer’s expectations. A united effort was made to improve our existing banking services while
also offering new innovative services to meet our customer’s changing needs. By doing so, the bank
saw constant growth and profitability resulting in another rewarding year. As we move forward
to find solutions to better serve you, we remind ourselves that past and future successes are, and
have been, dependent upon the ability to create the best banking experience we can for our
customers. Our ongoing focus to provide superior service and products remains the same and we
thank you for letting us be your bank of choice.  
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First State Bank was established in 1935 as Farmers and Merchants State Bank. Our focus on maintaining
personal relationships and commitment to local communities is one reason we have been serving some of
the same customers and their families for 87 years. Since those early days in the 1930's, the bank has
grown tremendously. We currently have two branch locations in Athens, as well as locations in Corsicana,
Mabank, Malakoff, Gun Barrel City, and Forney. Our temporary Forney location is located at 114 W. Pacific
St. The permanent Forney branch location will be opening in late 2023 at 119 S. FM 548. With more than
$711 million in assets, our employees are key members in all the communities we serve. And despite this
phenomenal growth, the commitment to customer service remains the same. At First State Bank our
mission is to build mutually beneficial customer relationships by being the bank and employer of choice in
the communities we serve. We believe what sets us apart is our focus on customer service. Each and every
employee of the bank cares enough to get to know you personally. When you walk in the door of any First
State Bank location, our friendly staff will be there to help with all your banking needs.
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